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5315 Kelleys Mill Circle
Stone Mountain, GA 30088
770-465-3447

March 29, 2006

Via Facsimile and U.S. Mail

Chief John L. Wodatch

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Civil Rights Division

Disability Rights Section - NYAV )
Washington, DC 20530 &

Re:  Larry Morris Neal
Date of Birth: 5/2/1949
SSN: 415-18-4822.

Dear Chief Wodatch:

Larry M. Neal, a severely mentally ill heart patient, died in Shelby County Jail, Mempbhis,
Tennessee, on August 1, 2003, after having been there for about 18 days while his State of
Tennessee social worker and family searched for him as a missing person. I wrote to the Justice
Department last year regarding his incarceration and death and asked at that time for a copy of
the report Shelby County Jail issued to the Justice Department relative to Larry’s death.

Attached hereto is a copy of the response I received back from the Justice Department, which
indicates that Shelby County Jail did not divulge Larry’s death to the J ustice Department, as was
mandatory under the terms of the Agreement between Shelby County Government and the
United States of America, after suit under Title Il Americans with Disabilities Act.

Lazry Neal’s family hereby requests that the United States Justice Department investigate
Larry’s incarceration and death at the Shelby County Jail facility, which was then operating
under the overview of the U. S. Department of Justice, and that Larry’s family be issued a full
report on the findings of such investigation. Please be aware that A) Larry had a lengthy history
with Memphis Police Department and the jail, including contemporaneous arrests due to his
mental illness; B) Shelby County did not divulge Larry’s incarceration to his social worker
during the 18 days the State of Tennessee reported and searched for him as a missing person;

C) Larry’s autopsy report received by his family lacked a narrative report or any incident report
detailing the circumstances about Larry’s illness or injuries in jail or his death, and his family
was told by the County Medical Examiner’s Office that there was no such report; and D) a law
firm managed by a Shelby County Commissioner (in an undisclosed conflict of interest)
contracted with Larry’s family to bring wrongful death action against the jail for Larry’s death,
and then proceeded to bury the case on its shelf while the statute of limitations ran. Therefore, it
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would appear that there is a concerted effort on the part of Shelby County Government to avoid
divulging information about Larry’s incarceration and death. For this reason, we believe it is
mandatory to actually fully investigate the validity of any records in this matter that the
jail offers in response to the Justice Department’s inquiry about Larry.

In addition to the above, we note that Shelby County Jail issued periodic reports to the
U. S. Justice Department during the time that your body was overseeing that facility. Please also
consider this letter an open records request to send us a copy of the July 2003 and August 2003
report(s) you received relative to Shelby County Jail.

Thank you in advance for your attention and response to our requests. Naturally, if you
are able to expedite a thorough investigation into Larry’s incarceration and death, we would be

very grateful. If you need any further information from Larry’s family to assist you in this
purpose, please do not hesitate to contact me.

w trljyg
Mary L. Neal

MLN
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'U.S. Department of Justice

Execiive Qffice for United States Atiorneys

Freedom of information/Privacy Act Staff

600 E Street, N, Room 7300 i
Washington, D.C. 20530 JUL 2
202-616-6737 Fax 202-616-6478

Request Number:_05-1545 Date of Receipt: May 2. 2005

Requester:__Mary L. Neal

Subject:_Larry Neal (Death) / TNW

Dear Requester:

In response to your Freedom of Information Act and/or Privacy Act request, the
paragraph(s) checked below apply:

[ 1 A search for records located in this office has revealed no records.

[ X] A secarch for records located in the United States Attorney's Office(s) for the Western
District of Tennessee has revealed no records.

[ ] Therecords which you have requested cannot be located.

[ ] This office is continuing its work on the other subject/districts mention=d in your request,

[X] Thisis the final action my office will take on this particular request.
You may appeal my decision in this matter by writing within sixty (60) days, to:

Office of Information and Privacy
United States Department of Justice
Flag Building, Suite 570
Washington, D.C. 20530

Both the envelope and the letter of appeal must be clearly marked "Freedom of Information

Act/Privacy Act Appeal.”

_After the appeal has been decided, you may have judicial review by filing a complaint in
the United States District Court for the judicial district in which you reside or have your principal
place of business; the judicial district in which the requested records, if any, are located; or in the

District of Columbia. ;

Sincerely,

ric A. O’Rourke
ssistant Director

i

Form No, 005 « 11402



MISSING

MENTAL PATIENT, HEART PATIENT
MUST HAVE DAILY MEDICATION

NAME: Larry Morris Neal

DATE OF BIRTH: 5/2/49

HEIGHT: 5 feet, 10 inches

WEIGHT: 180 1bs.

DESCRIPTION: African-American male; light brown

complexion, brown eyes, curly, black
hair with some gray, beard

[f you have any information, please call the Memphis Police Department
or call Larry’s social worker, Lawrence Wood, at (901) 821-5600.
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I hereby certify the above 10 be a true and correct”cop_y of the original document on file in this
department. This certified copy is valid only when printed on security paper showing the red
embossed seal of the Department of Heaith. Alteration or erasure voids this certification.

Tennessee Code Annotated 68-3-101 et seq., Vital Records Act of 1977.

——e

/
Sharon M. Leinbach Date issued  Jun-29-2004
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